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seemed to be proved by the eagerness with which this
measure was urged by the Thessalian people. Along
this pass for five miles a road is carried, nowhere more
than twenty and in some parts not more than thirteen,
feet in width; and when it was occupied by Themistokles
with a force of 10,000 hoplites or heavy-armed soldiers,
it might have been thought that the progress of the bar-
barians was effectually barred. But they were soon
reminded that a way lay open to the west by the Perrhai-
bian town of Gonnos, and that they might thus be them-
selves taken in the rear and starved into submission.
They were compelled therefore to abandon the pass ;
and the Thessalians, now left, as they had warned
Themistokles that in this-case they must be left, to the
absolute dictation of their chiefs, became, perhaps from
a natural feeling of irritation at the conduct of their allies,
zealous partisans of the Persian king. But the resolution
to retreat from Tempe was accompanied by a determina-
tion to fall back on Thermopylai, while the fleet should
take up its station off Artemlsion or the northernmost
coast of Eubola, facing the Malian gulf.

The accumulation of mud at the mouth of the Sper-
jheios has so changed the form of the Malian gulf since
the time of Herodotos, that some of the most
material features in his description no longer

apply to this memorable Pass- The mouth
under Leo- of the Spercheios which then flowed into the
mdas"             sea about five miles to the west of the pass is

now shifted to a distance nearly four milesfto the east of it.
We look therefore in vain for the narrow space where the
ridge of Oita, bearing here the name Anopaia, carne down
above the town of Anthela so close to the water as to
leave room for nothing more than a cart-track. Between
this point (at a distance of perhaps a mile and a half to
the east) and the first Loffian hamlet Alpenoi, another